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Verjaarsdae / Birthdays

Indeks  / Index

Voorwoord 

Gerhard van Aswegen

Nasionale Sekretaris

thetic appeal rather than their flying abilities. Pop-
ular fancy pigeon breeds include the Mokee, Brun-
ner, and Modena.

On the other hand, racing pigeons are selectively 
bred for speed, endurance, and navigation skills. 
Descended from the wild rock dove, these birds 
possess an extraordinary homing instinct that al-
lows them to return to their lofts from great dis-
tances. Pigeon racing has been a popular sport for 
centuries, with some birds covering hundreds of 
miles in record times. Whether admired for beauty 
or performance, both types of pigeons showcase 
the incredible diversity and adaptability of this re-
markable species.

Pigeons have been selectively bred for centuries, 
resulting in a wide variety of specialized breeds. 
Among them, two notable types are fancy pigeons, 
particularly the American Show Racer, and racing 
pigeons, both admired for different qualities.

The American Show Racer is a breed developed 
primarily for exhibition purposes, combining the 
strength and posture of racing pigeons with the 
aesthetic appeal of fancy breeds. These birds 
are known for their robust body structure, smooth 
feathering, and proud stance, making them a fa-

G052- 	 Johan	van Tonder		  02-Apr
J007-		  George Bell			   05-Apr
K067 -		 Faried Rajaal			  04-Apr
K070 -		 Brian	 Rogers		  05-Apr
G002 -	 André	Bruwer		  06-Apr
A008 -		 Rob Lombaard		  11-Apr

W036 - 	 Mari	 Wessels		  13-Apr
B101 -		 Dawie Beyers		  18-Apr
K054 -		 Gerhard Doubell		  19-Apr
W086 - 	 Nico Bester			   19-Apr
D021 -	 Herman Wessels		  20-Apr
W029 -	 Hendri Botha			  22-Apr
C025 -	 Nesley Topham		  22-Apr
B020 -		 Chris de Bruin		  22-Apr
B017 - 	 Nico van  Rensburg		 22-Apr
B037 - 	 Carel Laufs			   24-Apr
V056 - 	 Elzaan Hamman		  25-Apr

I’ve always been fascinated by pigeons, especial-
ly the contrast between the American Show Racer 
and racing pigeons. The Show Racer’s strong build 
and proud stance make it a standout in exhibitions, 
while racing pigeons amaze me with their speed 
and homing instincts. Whether admired for beauty 
or performance, these birds highlight the incredible 
bond between humans and pigeons, which contin-
ues to inspire my interest in them.

Pigeons have long been admired for their intel-
ligence, endurance, and beauty, leading to the 
development of two distinct categories: fancy pi-
geons and racing pigeons. Fancy pigeons are bred 
primarily for their unique appearance, with striking 
colors, elaborate feather patterns, and distinct 
body shapes. These birds are often showcased in 
exhibitions and competitions, valued for their aes-

Algemene inligting van die SASV	 2
Voorwoord - Gerhard v Aswegen	 3
Aandag Spesklubs & SASV lede - Christo Munnik   4
The Dragoon  - Jan Lombard				   5
1ste Jeugskou vir Lihan - Nicolene  
Geldenhuys						      13
Scoreboard and rules					    14

Nuwe lede
Joe Herbig   B107

Nikita Marx   Jnr.   K074
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vorite in pigeon shows across the United States. 
Unlike their racing counterparts, American Show 
Racers are not bred for flight endurance but rather 
for conformation to strict breed standards.

In contrast, racing pigeons are bred for their in-
credible speed, endurance, and homing ability. De-
scended from rock doves, these birds have been 
refined over generations to participate in pigeon 
racing, a sport that requires them to navigate vast 
distances—sometimes over 800 km—to return 
home. Their streamlined bodies, powerful wings, 
and exceptional sense of direction make them elite 
athletes in the avian world. Some racing pigeons 
have been known to sell for hundreds of thousands 
of dollars due to their superior performance.

While the American Show Racer is admired for its 
beauty and structure, and the racing pigeon for 
its physical capabilities, both exemplify the fasci-
nating diversity within pigeon breeding. Whether 
showcased in competitions or tested in high-stakes 
races, these birds highlight the remarkable bond 
between humans and pigeons, a relationship that 
has evolved over centuries.

Pigeons are more than just birds to me—they rep-
resent a fascinating blend of history, dedication, 
and selective breeding. Whether it’s the elegance 
of the American Show Racer or the endurance of 
racing pigeons, each breed tells a unique story. My 
appreciation for these remarkable birds continues 
to grow, fueling my curiosity and admiration for 
their beauty, intelligence, and resilience.

AANDAG SPESKLUBS EN SASV LEDE
Sal  alle Spesklubs wat nog nie beoordelaars vir die SA’s genomineer het nie, sowel as lede wat 
nie Spes-klubs het nie, asseblief julle nominasies vir my deurgee. Daar moet ‘n beoordelaar en 

alternatief benoem word en daar moet toestemming verkry word om mense te benoem. 
Christo Munnik - NasionaleBeoordelaarsbeampte
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The Dragoon

Submitted by Jan Lombard

The text below is taken from an older article by the late Jan 
Jacobs (NL).

THE DRAGOON IN THE LITERATURE

The Dragoon as a breed is an English creation, but 
the origin of all Wattle Pigeons and Baghdads is 
in the Near East. The exact origin of the Dragoon 
and its ancestors is in fact unknown. For the old-
est writings on wattle pigeons we have to go back 
to the year 1599, when Aldrovandi described the 
Turkish pigeon. This breed seems to be the longest 
domesticated of the pigeon breeds still alive. To-
gether with the Persian Carrier, the Turkish pigeon 
stood at the cradle of the ‘Horseman’. All these 
ancestors were of a Carrier-like type with coarse 
wattle structure and striking, broad eye ceres. An-
other common trait was that they flew well and had 
excellent orientation capacity.
In 1678, Wiloughby in his ‘The Ornithology’ de-
scribed the Horseman, regarded as a direct an-
cestor of the Dragoon. For the first description of 
the Dragoon we have to wait until 1735 when John 
Moore described the breed in his ‘Colombarium’.

If we look at today’s Dragoons, with their stream-
lined bodies and their huge beak volumes, we can 
no longer imagine that the foundation material was 
so completely different. The Dragoons from around 
1900 had a Carrier-like type, with long, thin necks; 
long, pointed beaks and Barb-like eye ceres. Gen-
erations of fanciers have spent their entire life mak-
ing the Dragoon what it is today.
Once again it was the English specialists who pro-

vided both ‘scope-statement and drawings’ of what 
they saw as an ideal Dragoon. Originally two types 
were known: The London type and the Birmingham 
type. The ‘Birmingham type’ had a more angular 
headline, but the ‘London type’ was soon preferred. 
Except for a few small details, the English Standard 
has remained practically unchanged in 100 years.

Below: Drawings by J.W. Ludlow 1880 - Cassell Pigeon 
book.

Left: Birmingham type, right London type.

THE DRAGOON IN THE NETHERLANDS TODAY
Text: Club Judge Daan Admiraal

The Dragoon is classified with the Wattle Pigeons, 
in the Form pigeon class, and is one of the eleven 
breeds of the Dutch Specialty Club for Beauty Ho-
mer Pigeons.

Type and stance
The Dragoon is a medium-sized, powerful pigeon, 
rather short in the legs, with a full, broad breast, 
protruding in front of the wing bows. The most strik-
ing feature is the short, thick neck; called a ‘bull 
neck’ in Holland.
The position of the body is slightly sloping, and the 
tail must not touch the ground. The head carriage 
and neck largely determine the overall point score.

Head
This is unique in the pigeon world, especially the 
head carriage. It should be such that the beak line 
points slightly upwards. The nick-name for this is 

President: Johan Nel
Email: johan_nel@bat.com

Sel: 082 474 4088
 

Sekretaris:  Dawie vd Heever
E-mail: dawievdh@telkomsa.net

Sel: 079 918 0433 August 2024
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Head
This is unique in the pigeon world, especially the 
head carriage. It should be such that the beak line 
points slightly upwards. The nick-name for this is 
“stargazer” - and is one of the most typical char-
acteristics of the Dragoon. This must be seen as 
a breed characteristic, and to my knowledge does 
not occur in any other breed. The skull should be 
fairly massive and deep in proportion to the size of 
the bird and in profile should rise gradually from the 
base of the wattle, forming a gentle and unbroken 
curve to the back of the head, thence descending 
to the neck without angularity or lumpiness.

Beak
The beak is very powerful and must be quite blunt. 
Both mandibles should be stout, straight, of pro-
portionate width, of equal substance, and close fit-
ting. Every time you see a Dragoon, you have to be 
amazed, particularly by the powerful lower mandi-
ble. This lower mandible with the required heavy 
substance is especially seen as a breed character-
istic – and of course the beak must be well closed. 
The latter may require some extra attention from 
the breeder and often needs regular conditioning to 
ensure that the beak halves are perfectly aligned. 
The correct beak setting should have a continuing 
beak line pass under the eye.

Wattles

1.	 The ideal Dragoon.
2.	 Large wattle, only in older cocks.
3.	 Loss of texture in wattle, excess growth of     	
	 wattle on under mandible.
4.	 Wrong wattle shape.
5.	 Weakness in the head and a down-faced 	
	 appearance.
6.	 Head too high, wrong backline of the head.

The wattles are unique too, with longitudinal fur-
rows towards the termination of the upper mandi-
ble and merging almost imperceptibly therewith. 
For a good wrinkling there must be an appropriate 
length in the wattles. The wattles should rise slowly 
and regularly from the beak tip, but certainly not 
too much; after all, the larger and coarser the wat-
tles are, the harder it will be to keep the furrows 
straight.
We often see that in the cocks these wattles be-
come too large, especially with the advancing of 
age, and that the beautiful straight furrows com-
pletely fades into a kind of involuntary curved lines. 
Hence the Dragoon is also more of a ‘hens breed’; 
with the latter, the wattles are often not as large as 
in the cocks, which has a favourable effect on the 
straight lines / furrows and keeps them within the 
acceptable range with the aging of the hens. This is 
in contrast to the cocks, who quickly reach an age 
when they can no longer de showed due to these 
faded furrows and too coarse wattles, which also 
adversely affects this desired straight structure.
With this knowledge we have to judge the older 
cocks that inevitably will develop rather coarser 
wattles, a bit milder with regard to the wattles and if 
these cocks show nice regular furrows, even if the 
furrows are not as straight as could be, still award 
96 points - of course if the other breed characteris-
tics are present.

“stargazer” - and is one of the most typical char-
acteristics of the Dragoon. This must be seen as 
a breed characteristic, and to my knowledge does 
not occur in any other breed. The skull should be 
fairly massive and deep in proportion to the size of 
the bird and in profile should rise gradually from the 
base of the wattle, forming a gentle and unbroken 
curve to the back of the head, thence descending 
to the neck without angularity or lumpiness.



 The Fancy Pigeon                      7                                 Die Sierduif

W
eb

pa
ge

 - 
w

w
w

.s
as

v-
sa

fp
a.

co
.z

a/
Pu

bl
ik

as
ie

s-
/-P

ub
lic

at
io

ns
/  

C
el

l: 
07

2 
32

6 
60

64
 o

r 0
84

 8
89

 3
53

8

N
at

io
na

l R
in

gm
as

te
r -

 E
-m

ai
l: 

sa
fp

a.
rin

gs
@

te
lk

om
.n

et
 C

el
l: 

08
2 

56
5 

90
22

 F
ax

2m
ai

l: 
08

6 
73

0 
32

29

The wattles must be smooth and firm without a no-
ticeable middle seam or coarse irregularities.

Eyes and eye ceres

1.	 Wattle touching the too-coarse eye cere.
2.	 Eye cere not to breed standard.
3.	 Swollen eye cere.
4.	 A so called ‘loose eye’.
5.	 Drooping eye cere.
6.	 Inner eye cere irregular.

The eyes are deep red and are often called ‘ruby 
coloured’ - a beautiful shade of colour in combina-
tion with the dark beak and eye ceres. We cannot 
demand these of the diluted colours; in this case 
the eye ceres are less intense in colour due to this 
dilution and the eye colour is also less deep red 
and goes more towards orange. The Whites have 
a dark (bull) eye colour.
 
The eye ceres are three-rowed at the front and top, 
becoming narrower towards the underside and 
backside. Like the wattles, eye ceres become in-
creasingly coarse with age, especially in the cocks, 
another reason for old cocks not to be shown. One 
should be wise in this and not enter Dragoons with 
overhanging eye ceres and eye ceres reaching the 
wattle in the show.

Colour varieties in the Netherlands
They are all described in our Pigeon Standard. It 
should be noted that because the Dragoon belongs 
to the Homer pigeon breeds and so, as with many 
pigeon breeds, colour and marking come last when 
assessing, so a perfect checker marking is not a 
must if you want to get the highest award.

The colour of the eye ceres, especially in the rare 
colours and in the dark colours
- as discussed earlier - should not be compared to 
the key colours in the blue variants.

Nowadays we see that Dragoon hens are regularly 
chosen as the Best in Show at large shows. They 

also play a big part at club shows and regional 
shows.

In conclusion, which points need our attention?
The type - we often see Dragoons that are on the 
small side, so too little chest protruding from the 
wing bows and a too-narrow breast. Despite the 
strong, short neck, a Dragoon must show itself and 
not make one wonder if it actually has a neck, or 
if its head is just glued on the body. Even worse is 
a Dragoon with a long slender neck; this is a not 
breed-like trait and will be assessed down by the 
show judge.

The stance / posture must be upright so that the 
tail does not touch the ground. Sometimes we see 
a Dragoon is upright to the extent that it rests on its 
tail. This is certainly not desirable. In this case, the 
judge will give the pigeon a second chance and if
it does so again, will deduct points. We best not 
include such a pigeon in our breeding program.
It is also undesirable to have a Dragoon long in the 
legs; a bit lower – a length between medium and 
short is ideal.

The head carriage, the so-called ‘stargazer’: the 
head should be slightly directed upwards. This 
is an absolute breed characteristic and must be 
present in every Dragoon, as along with the cor-
rect furrows in the wattles and the short, thick neck 
that barely narrows towards the head; these points 
make the Dragoon and shortcomings in them are 
not tolerated.

The beak is also of great importance. A lesser sub-
stance - especially in the lower mandible, as we 
see often – will also result in less points.
As already more or less discussed, wattles that are 
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President: Christo Munnik
e-mail: cora.christo@gmail.com  

Sel: 076 391 5800

Sekretaris: Huidiglik vakant    

Birmingham & SA Distance Roller Vertoners Klub

Augustus 2024

too large/coarse and eye ceres that protrude above 
the head and are far too large, ought not be present
 at the show. The fancier should be sensible enough 
not to enter Dragoons like these at shows.
As already more or less discussed, wattles that 
are too large/coarse and eye ceres that protrude 
above the head and are far too large, ought not 
to be present at the show. The fancier should be 
sensible enough not to enter these Dragoons at the 
shows.

To end with
The Dragoon is a problem-free breeder, able to 
rear its own youngsters. It is a great breed, espe-
cially for the more experienced pigeon fancier. With 
its unique characteristics, the Dragoon is the pride 
of the hobby.
Fanciers who want to start with this beautiful breed 
can contact the secretary of
the Beauty Homer Pigeon Club in the Netherlands 
or Breed Clubs in their own country.

DRAGOON BREEDERS

In our country, the Dragoon breeders can be count-
ed on the fingers of one hand, which should not be 
the case with such a beautiful breed. Fortunately 
we have two breeders, Dennis van Doorn and Jack 
Kort, who regularly enter their birds at the various 
national shows.
We asked these two breeders about their experi-
ences with the Dragoon.

First, Jack Kort’s story.

My pigeon hobby started when I was a boy of 10 -11 
years old. At that time keeping small animals was 
a very normal thing in the countryside. Friends had 
rabbits and chickens and you grew up with that. I 
still recall clearly how my brother and I bought our 
first rabbit. He a white one and I a black / gray. We 
paid 2.50 guilders for it, quite some money at that 
time, for small boys. Due to a renovation, the rab-
bits had to leave a few years later and my father 
built a chicken house in the barn with an outdoor 
run. Two white pigeons came with the chickens; a 
cock and a hen, crosses of a Helmet Dove and a 

Two Dragoon breeders: Jack Kort (left) and Dennis 
van Doorn (right).

President: Bertie Wessels
e-mail: bertie_wessels@hotmail.com  

Sel: 083 733 4191
Sekretaris: Ds Hennie Hattingh

e-mail: henniehattingh703@gmail.com  
Sel: 082 923 3910      

Prestigeskou 

 3de Saterdag van Januarie elke jaar in Kroonstad

SA Wattle Breed Club / SA Sponsduif Klub

Augustus 2024
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Cropper. In that year, six young were bred. Sud-
denly, the sight of two eggs in the nest seemed a 
miracle and the love of pigeons came with it. You 
cannot explain that, it just happened. Later there 
were homing pigeons, which also went when I had 
to go to Groningen for study. But the memory and 
love remained.

Twenty years with nothing, until one day my broth-
er invited me to go with him to the Noordshow. 
There I saw two pigeons, Dragoons, for sale by 
Otto Schatzke. And they had everything I was look-
ing for in a pigeon. Nice strong wattle and yellow 
colour, a bit racing pigeon-like but slightly different. 
I did not know a thing about a Standard, but I just 
loved them. Via the catalogue I became aware of 
the National Pigeon Association NBS and through 
them, to a local club and the specialty club the 
Beauty Homers, SPC, of which at that time Jan 
Jacobs was the secretary, and Sander van Rijn 
chairman – the latter an amiable man with a huge 
knowledge of pigeons. A week later I was invited 
to his loft and got five Dragoons in racing pigeon 
colours. I also purchased a blue black barred cock 
bred by Dennis van Doorn, which he had offered 
for sale at the Avicultura Show.

The rest is history. And this was 20 years ago, how 
time flies! There are still bloodlines of these pigeons 
in my current strain. With Dennis I regularly change 
some Dragoons and we try to lift the quality to a 
higher level, which works fine. Too bad it is only the 
two of us who breed them. Others who try, drop out 
again. It is a challenging breed for non- stayers.

The Carriers and American Show Racers have 
also been added to my loft. Through the years, you 
just develop love for other breeds, too, but yes, the 
loft is not built of elastic. You have to make choices.
Dragoons are still pretty good flyers but because of 
the many cats in the neighbourhood I keep them in 
the aviary. Birds of prey are also around but in my 
view they belong here. That is nature. Cats do not, 
they are directly linked to people.

Mating Dragoons is fairly easy, but it must be done 
with precision. I put the pairs together on paper, 
with a photo and all. Then between mid-February 
and mid- March they are actually mated. Locked 
in their breeding boxes, the pairs are released and 
put back one by one for a short time during the day. 
Just till they are well able to find their own nest box. 
This way, I have the least problems.

At the moment I have eight pairs. Fertilisation is 
always good. Rearing of the youngsters goes well 
for up to 10 days, but then the cock starts courting 
again and you have to be watchful. The young are 
still naked and get cold when the parents are in a 
corner again. A tight feeding is the best solution, if 
you do not want to lose young unnecessarily. But 
yes, they remain livestock and nature cannot be 
organised. Sometimes you have to hand feed the 
young a bit extra for a few days until they are fully 
feathered. However, this does not apply to every 
pair.

The Dragoon is an easy pigeon to handle. Not af-
fectionate, no, but quiet. When you’re weaning, you 
can immediately see whether the stance and body 
type are good and quality is also immediately seen.
The inner eye cere must remain round during the 
first year; you do not want to have a sagging inner 
eye cere. You have to select for that. The ‘shelf life’ 
of the pigeon will then increase considerably. With 
Carriers you sometimes see an eye cere like that; 
then showing the bird is already over and done with 
after three years, while eight years really is possi-
ble. It is all a matter of selecting.

I regret that the Standard description is based on a 
young pigeon. Hens can meet that description the 
longest, cocks don’t; you have to take that into
account as a judge (and fortunately some do). And 
96 points must be achievable; even if the wattle is 
no longer exactly correct. The rectilinear furrows 
are the hardest to achieve. Three seasons ago I 
had such a pair, which mainly produced youngsters 
with excellent rectilinear furrows. Then you can dis-
cuss its fineness. To me, I want it as fine as possi-

Ideal eye cere 
and wattles.



 The Fancy Pigeon                       10                                 Die Sierduif

W
eb

pa
ge

 - 
w

w
w

.s
as

v-
sa

fp
a.

co
.z

a/
Pu

bl
ik

as
ie

s-
/-P

ub
lic

at
io

ns
/  

C
el

l: 
07

2 
32

6 
60

64
 o

r 0
84

 8
89

 3
53

8

N
at

io
na

l R
in

gm
as

te
r -

 E
-m

ai
l: 

sa
fp

a.
rin

gs
@

te
lk

om
.n

et
 C

el
l: 

08
2 

56
5 

90
22

 F
ax

2m
ai

l: 
08

6 
73

0 
32

29

ble, if it concerns a young bird. And fine blue eye 
cered of course. Everything in favour of the ‘shelf 
life’.
 
Coarse eye ceres 
always coincide with 
coarse wattles, espe- 
cially in the cocks. 
Above the  eye the 
cere is three-rowed. 
The upper and 
lower mandibles 
should be of equal 
strength, the lower 
can be a bit stronger but not at the expense of the 
upper mandible. And of course, they should close 
well. We want, good and firm, heavy, blunt beaks; 
again, a matter of selection.

Only during the breeding season are the pigeons in 
both the indoor loft and the aviary. The rest of the 
year, they are all in the aviary day and night, which 
in my opinion optimises health. I used to vaccinate 
and cure in the past, but then one or two always 
died, so I don’t do
that anymore. I treat them with Parasita (® Bea-
phar) against lice. Works fine for now. I breed about 
40 youngsters spread over my breeds. That is not 
many in a year. But I think it’s enough. I also see 
myself more as a fancier who practices a hobby.
As a grain mixture, I feed two pigeon mixtures from 
the Beyers® brand; the Pigeon Mix with corn and 
the mix without corn, supplemented with a number 
of Enzymix® mixes from the same manufacturer. It 
ensures better digestibility of the grains and opti-
mal intake of the feed by the pigeon. In the breed-
ing season the pigeons receive extra minerals and 
brewer’s yeast with garlic oil through the feed, as 
well as a starter from Teurlings®. This year I’m go-
ing to try Usnea; the usnic acid in Usnea, is said 
to help against trichomoniasis and cocci. I am cu-
rious!

As far as exhibitions are concerned, I actually only 
participate at the shows in the three northern prov-
inces; the SNN, the Noordshow and the shows of a 
number of local small animal Clubs. And the young 
bird day of the SPC - I almost never miss it. A won-
derful opportunity to be among pigeon friends, to 
build up knowledge and to add new blood to your 
line. It’s then the internet comes in handy! The 
youngsters are judged by the club judges and to-
gether we discuss the results at the end of the day. 
You do have to be objective  about  your  own
 pigeons. Always a nice day.

And these are the experiences of Dennis van 
Doorn with the Dragoon.

By 18 months old, I had already crawled in with the 
pigeons. Not so strange, of course, I did learn from 
the master. I really began breeding my own birds in 
1986, when I was 9 years old, and became a junior 
member at our local club in Walcheren. I am now 
40 years young, so, easy counting, I have been ac-
tive in the show pigeon hobby for over 30 years!
 
The Show Racer I had for in my loft for 20 years, 
successfully and with great pleasure. I have since 
“exchanged” them for the German Modena, an 
easier breed; I always say: two eggs and three 
youngsters; this in contrast to the Show Antwerp 
and the Dragoon for example. I have now had the 
Dragoon for over 22 years.

Since 2000 I have also breed the German Beau-
ty Homer and in 2013 I began with the Genuine 
Homer. And as mentioned before, in 2014 I also 
started breeding German Modenas. In short, at this 
moment I have five breeds.

Of course you want to know what attracted me 
about the Dragoon in particular. A Dragoon differs 
from all other breeds in the head and the head 
carriage. As far as I know, there is no other fancy 
pigeon breed that has a slightly upright head car-
riage. We call this breed the “Stargazer”.

 Outstanding head of a young Dragoon from 2015.

Other points by which the Dragoon clearly distin-
guishes itself are the three-rowed eye ceres, the 
breed-typical ribbed wattle and the very powerful 
and blunt beak. For me, these are the most import-
ant breed characteristics by which a Dragoon dis-
tinguishes itself from all other pigeon breeds and 
that particularly attract me.
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Mother and daughter.

                

I would not recommend this beautiful breed directly 
to a novice breeder, as it requires a lot of attention 
and is like the Show Antwerp for the go-getters. It is 
not for nothing that only a few breeders are active 
with this breed.
 
Mating is fairly simple, they do, though, need some 
space in a breeding box; my breeding boxes are 
1m wide x 40 cm deep x 40 cm high.
All my breeds fit well together, because they 
staunchly defend their nest box against intruders 
and stand their ground.

Fertilization is generally pretty good in the Dra-
goon; this also applies to hatching. They rear their 
youngsters well, especially in the first week when 
there is so much crop milk in and around the nest 
box as to be unbelievable. The most difficult period 
is that from the time they are rung when they do not 
get any more crop milk and sometimes a youngster 
dies. On average, a pair rears about 4 to 5 young-
sters.

During the show season, you are already thinking 
about which breeding pairs to put together. After 
all, management is looking ahead! I always start 
breeding in February. I breed with a number of co-

lours, so cannot put two same- coloured birds to-
gether. For example, I always mate a blue grizzle 
to a blue black barred and not two blue grizzle to-
gether.
If the hen has a slightly less powerful beak, she 
definitely has to be mated to a cock with a power-
ful beak. And the worse the ribbing / furrows in a 
cock’s wattle, the better it should be in the hen.

These are a few facets that are essential for the 
breeding of a Dragoon.
 
Every year I go to about 10 exhibitions. The ma-
jority of these are Provincial Championship shows 
of the NBS (National Pigeon Association) and of 
course the Grand National of the NBS. Apart from 
that, I also attend to two local shows and the annu-
al show of my own club, the Young Birds Day of the 
Beauty Homers Club, which is also a kind of show 
as you can bring your birds. In the majority of cases 
I show my Dragoons there; however, that of course
depends on how the breeding season went. After 
all, you cannot exhibit them every week.

 
I have won several prizes with Dragoons over the 
years. The most recent and one that is on the wish 
list of every pigeon breeder is the Giesbers prize. 
I achieved this at the NBS Bond show / Avicultura 
in Boskoop in January 2018 with a Dragoon; Best 
Young Hen in Show!
I also won an NBS champion diploma for four years 
in a row (2014–2017), all with this breed, the Dra-
goon. The special feature is that it was achieved 
in 2014 and 2015 with the mother and the subse-
quent two years with her daughter, and they were 
assessed by 6 different judges.

I have also won the Grand Prix of the Netherlands 
(KNV Ornithophilia) with a Dragoon at the Champi-
on Show of January 2013 - also the Grand National 
Championship show of the NBS.
In the 2015-16 season, I won National Champion 
in the Classes for Hen Pigeons, Form Pigeons and 
Wattle Pigeons; this was however with one of my 
German Beauty Homers.
Another nice memory is the one from the Champi-
on Show in January 2015, where my father (Han 
van Doorn) was honoured at the show’s opening 
and named Knight in the Order of Orange-Nassau.

Fanciers abroad also know how to find the way to 
my Dragoons. Recently four pairs of Dragoons and 
three pairs of Show Antwerps were sold to the USA. 
For this I don’t even need Facebook, or things like 
that. They find me in other ways and in catalogues!

 Mother, twice won Champion, 
 in 2014 and 2015.

    Daughter, twice won Champion,
    in 2016 and 2017.
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For any enquires please contact Joelandie Boshoff.

W W W . P I G E O N V E T . C O M
+ 2 7  7 6  7 9 2  9 6 2 8
I N F O @ P I G E O N V E T . C O M

S C A N  H E R E
F O R  W E B S I T E

S C A N  H E R E  
F O R  W H A T S A P P
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Lihan Geldenhuys neem gewoonlik net deel aan 
sierduifskoue, waar sy duiwe moet presteer. Hier- 
die naweek het hy iets nuuts probeer, ‘n bietjie uit 
sy gemaksone, waar hy die presteer-werk moes 
doen en sy duiwekennis ten toon stel.

1ste Jeugskou 
vir Lihan

Nicolene Geldenhuys

Lihan het die naweek vir die heel eerste keer deel-
geneem aan ‘n Jeugskou met een van sy sierdui-
we. Dit was die Meadow Jeugskou in Heidelberg. 
Hy kompeteer in die Junior-klas en behaal ‘n eerste 
plek.

Dit is ‘n baie mooi prestasie aangesien hy ‘n finale 
punt van 90% behaal het.

Lihan Geldenhuys

President: Christo Munnik
e-mail: cora.christo@gmail.com  

Sel: 076 391 5800

Sekretaris:  Huidig;ik vakant     

Suid-Afrikaanse Homer Klub

Augustus 2024

Uil & StrikduifKlub
Spesialiteitsklub vir:

Afrika Uile, Chinese Uile, Italiaanse Uile, Ou Duitse Meeu
en Oriental Frill (Blondinette en Satinette)

President : Shaun Smeda - 072 190 0345
Sekretaris: Leendert Snyman - 083 286 8496

			   leendert270@gmail.com	  August 2024

Wanneer ons daardie tye van swakheid, oomblikke 
van struikeling en vertwyfeling onthou, weet ons

 die Here was by ons.
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 Important information
Order from the National Ringmaster: 	 	
	
1. Book of Standards R300 each

2. SAFPA ties (Navy blue) R120 each 

3. SAFPA Pocket badge (Navy blue) R70 each 

4. SAFPA Area scroll (Navy blue) R30 each

5. SAFPA Honour scroll (Navy blue) R30 each 

6. Metal Member & Judges scrolls R50 each 

7. National pocket badges (Green) R70 each 

8. National Honour scrolls (Green) R30 each

9. National Ties (Green) Contact Ringmaster 	
	 	

All prices excludes Postage contact  National 
Ringmaster Mr. Robin Prince for correct post-
age 

Score board
Bank OFS Shield

1.  North-of-the-Vaal:                   2502

 Manie Fourie Trophy
1.  Western Transvaal:	            2240
2.  Northern Freestate:	            1845
3.  South Western Districts:        1220
4.  Western Cape:			    1050
5. Eastern Province:	   	  1038
6.  Freestate:		     	    956
7. Northern Cape:	   		     950 
8.  Eastern Region:		     450 
9.  KwaZulu-Natal: 			       0   

Bertie Wessels Trophy
1.   North-of-the-Vaal:		        0
2.   Freestate:  			         0	
3.   Northern Freestate:		        0
4.   Northern Cape:			        0
5.   Western Transvaal:		        0	
6.   Western Cape:			        0
7.   KwaZulu-Natal:			        0
8.   South Western Districts:	       0
9.   Eastern Region:		        0
10. Eastern Province:		        0

Bankovs, Manie Fourie and Bertie Wessels Trophies/TrofeesBankovs, Manie Fourie and Bertie Wessels Trophies/Trofees
Rules
1. The duration of the competitions will be from the 
1st of July to the 30th of June.
2. An informative/factual article written and re-
searched by a member will earn 300 points. An in-
formative article from another source send in by a 
member will earn 150 points.
3. A letter from a member will receive 150 points.
4. Regional news will be awarded 200 points.
5. A match meeting report will earn 200 points.
6. A Regional, Young bird, Agricultural, District or 
Speciality Club show and the Championship show 
will earn 1 point per 1 bird, exhibited plus 200 points 
if areport is send with.
7. A good idea will earn 100 points. 
8. A region which increases its membership as ex-
plained in 1 above will receive 100 points for every 
additional member.
9. For every R1 advert for The “Fancy Pigeon” a 
Region will receive 1 point towards the Bertie Wes-
sels Trophy.
NB Any member who obtain a R1000 full page 
advert for the Magazine will earn free member-
ship for the following year.

Reëls
1. Die tydperk van die Kompetisies strek van die 
1ste Julie tot die 30ste Junie.
2. ‘n Leersame/feitelike artikel deur ‘n lid self 
geskryf en nagevors verdien 300 punte. ‘n leer-
same artikel vanaf ‘n ander bron wat net deur ‘n lid 
ingestuur is verdien 150 punte.
3. ‘n Brief van ‘n lid verdien 150 punte.
4. Streeknuus verdien 200 punte.
5. ‘n Verslag oor ‘n Duiwedag verdien 200 punte. 
6. Enige Streek-, Landbou-, Jongduif- Grasperk 
Spesialiteitsklubskou asook Kampioenskapskou 
sal 1 punt per duif vertoon ontvang plus 200 punte 
indien ‘n verslag saamgestuur is.
7. ‘n Goeie idee sal 100 punte ontvang. 
8. ‘n Streek wat sy ledetal verhoog soos in 1 hierbo 
uiteengesit sal 100 punte ontvang vir elke addisio-
nele lid.
9. Advertensiegeld wat ‘n streek/lid vir “Die Sier-
duif” insamel, sal ‘n punt ontvang vir elke rand in-
gesamel ten opsigte van die Bertie Wessels trofee.
NB ‘n Lid wat ‘n R1000 volblad advertensie vir 
Die Sierduif werf, sal vir die volgende jaar gra-
tis lidmaatskap ontvang.
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