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2025 is volstoom aan die gang en vir ons as duiwe 
liefhebbers, is ons nou midde in die skouseisoen.

Eers was dit ongelooflik warm en droog en die dui-
we wou nie regtig broei nie of eiers was onbevrug 
en toe kom die reën. Die wêreld is nat, deurnat en 
nou wil die duiwe weer nie lekker deur die verveer 
kom nie. Maar ja, dis die uitdagings wat ons het 
wanneer ons onsself besig hou met ‘n deel van die 

Skeppingswerk. Elkeen wat hierdie boekie lees, 
het ook gekies om betrokke te wees by die teel 
en skou van duiwe, dieselfde duiwe wat aan ons 
geskenk is as simbool van Vrede. Ek vertrou dat 
elke persoon wat hierdie tyd aan die skoue deel-
neem, hulle duiwe goed sal versorg en voorberei 
vir die beoordelaars. 

Ek glo dat elke beoordelaar homself goed sal 
voorbereid vir die soms ondankbare taak van 
beoordeling en sodoende die beste duif na sy 
mening, op die spesifieke skou sal laat wen. 

Laat ons as vriende elke skou aanpak en voltooi en 
steeds as vriende uitgemekaar gaan die dag, soos 
wat ware Ligdraers van Vrede betaam. Mag elkeen 
van ons behoed en bewaar word sodat ons veilig 
na ons tuistes kan terugkeer nà ‘n skou waar ons 
geliefde vir ons wag.

President: Bertie Wessels
e-mail: bertie_wessels@hotmail.com  

Sel: 083 733 4191
Sekretaris: Ds Hennie Hattingh

e-mail: henniehattingh703@gmail.com  
Sel: 082 923 3910      

Prestigeskou 

 3de Saterdag van Januarie elke jaar in Kroonstad

SA Wattle Breed Club / SA Sponsduif Klub

Augustus 2024

Nuwe Lede
Geen
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Net een voorbeeld wat weereens ‘n vraag by my 
laat opkom.

Aangeheg is n kwartaalikse verslag van ‘n “Uith-
eemse” spesklub. Wanneer laas het enige van ons 
spesklubs ‘n nuusbrief uitgestuur ?

Uit al die spesklubs in die SASV wat hoofsaaklik 
ook daartoe lei dat ons SA’s uitgestrek word, ho-
eveel van hulle het ‘n nuusbrief wat hulle sirkuleer, 
al is dit net een keer per jaar. Sekerlik moet dit ‘n 
prioriteit wees vir n spesklub om nuus rakende hul 
betrokke rasse en telers te sirkuleer.

Dit moet duidelik gestel word aan spesklubs dat 
hulle n skedule moet voorlê aan “Bestuur” wat 
hul beplanning is vir die jaar rakende duiwe dae 
of korrespondensie. Dit wil meer voorkom dat per-
sone ‘n amp wil beklee net om te kan se hy is in 
‘n “bestuurs pos” maar het dan geen idee wat van 
hom vereis word nie.

Dit is dalk maklik vir my om die klippe te gooi van 

Spesklubs

Rob Lombaard

buite af, wetende ek is nie op of in ‘n spesklub be-
trokke nie, maar dit is omrede ek weet ek nie my 
verpligtinge sal kan nakom nie en dus die ras en sy 
lede sal benadeel.

Wat ek wel kan doen en gereeld gedoen het, is om 
my huis oop te stel vir duiwe dae aangesien ek tipe 
van sentraal gelee is. So vra lede my ook gereeld 
wanneer hou ek weer eendag ‘n duiwe dag, dan is 
my antwoord dood eenvoudig “ Vra die spesklubs”.

Die Engelse Langgesig klub sou  ‘n skou by my 
gehou het en dit het nooit gematerialiseer nie. Die 
Blaasduif klub het weer beloftes gemaak van n dui-
we dag met 2 of drie blaasduif rasse vir bespre-
king, daarvan het ook niks gekom nie.

Meer as dit kan ek ongelukkig nie aanbied nie.

Wat wel vir my ooglopend is en lyk of dit werk is 
‘n paar venootskappe of teelgroepe. Hier wil ek n 
paar telers uitwys wat met Mookees teel, dit is wel 
3 of 4 telers wat saam werk om ‘n hoe standaard te 
handhaaf met hul teling, sowel as skou voorbereid-
ing, wat wel hier gebeur is die spesifieke telers hou 
nie genetika net tussen hulself nie, top genetika 
word versprei aan belangstellende telers. Die tel-
ers is wel ook lede van n spesklub maar ek voel 
hulle as teelgroep. doen meer vir die ras as die 
spesifieke spesklub self. So word daar ook teling 
gedoen met ‘n paar ander rasse waar die spesk-
lubs dormant is.

President: Johan Nel
Email: johan_nel@bat.com

Sel: 082 474 4088
 

Sekretaris:  Dawie vd Heever
E-mail: dawievdh@telkomsa.net

Sel: 079 918 0433 August 2024

Daar is liefde in jou lewe, daarom sal jy nie vandag swaarmoedig voel nie, en daarom sal 
jou dag ook nie donker wees nie.
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Dit is skoutyd en het 
jy jou 10% by die huis 
gedoen soos jy moet?

Arthur Muller - SWD

Middag almal teen hierdie tyd het almal klaar ge-
teel en wag ons dat baie laaste duiwe verveer. Nes 
‘n mens dink die vere word minder, begin van die 
duiwe se proses maar weer. Ons sien almal uit na 
die komende skoue van 2025, met goeie verwag-
tinge, maar het ons gedoen as teler, versorger en 
afrigter rakende die 10 persent wat jou gedeelte by 
die huis is of gaan ons, maar weer die beoordelaar 
blameer vir swak beoordeling?

Eerstens, begin by die skou standaard van elke ras 
en maak seker dat jy jou ras standaard ken en ver-
staan en die hoeveelheid punte rondom elke duif 
se kriteria. Woon duiwe dae hiervoor by. Dan het 
jy mooi gekyk na jou duiwe met verveer tyd toe hul 
stresvlakke op hul hoogste was, dit sluit in goeie 
gebalanseerde sade met die nodige byvoedings 
naamlik vitamienes, minerale ens. Daar is goeie 
produkte op die mark vir hierdie tyd. Of het jy maar
net gebreekte mielies gegee met ietsie by?

Is jou duiwe geënt teen die vername siektes/vi-

russe, kropkanker, bakteriese infeksies, inwend- 
ige parasiete sowel uitwendige parasiete. Onthou 
veerluise is n diskwalifikasie en sit dadelik die 
beoordelaar af of gaan jy sê ‘n ander vertoner sin 
het op jou duiwe geklim. Medpet en Aviomed het 
top produkte hiervoor.

Dan trim jou duiwe indien nodig, laat hul bad in 
badsoute vir duiwe en maak hul bekke en
voete skoon voor die skou sodat jy die natuurlike 
kleur uitbring dit maak n verskil. As jy so bietjie olie 
soek vir die bek onthou dit sit voor jou voorkop en 
dit is verniet. Rig jou duiwe af sodat hul ‘n skou 
hok gewoond is en nie die heeldag rondfladder nie, 
want sy kans om beoordeel te word is kort. Kry vir 
jou duiwe kiste met kompartemente en pak hul een 
een daarin en nie 10 duiwe in n simba chips boks 
nie en verwag hul moet nou mooi lyk nie.

Ek voel dit is elke vertoner se plig om hierdie as-
pekte in plek te kry, nie net tot voordeel van jouself 
nie, maar vir jou maatjie waarteen jy skou ook. Ek 
wil nie graag ‘n siek duif vol uitwendige parasiete 
langs myne hê as ek alles gedoen het wat ek kon 
en dan gebeur so iets nie.  Om duiwe te skou is nie 
meer goedkoop nie, afstande en koste is hoog so 
kom ons doen die beste vir ons duiwe, ons moet 
mos trots wees op ons stokperdjie.

Voorspoed vir almal met die voorbereiding en sk-
ouseisoen wat voorle, mag jul drome en
verwagtinge waar word.
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SPECIAL PRAYER FOR ALL OF US WHO NEED 
IT TODAY.....

        When I kneel before the Lord,
        “Oh Lord, You know, I just can’t do it anymore.”
        Then I hear the dear Lord say:
        “Come sit here with me, bring your pain,
        “Come lay your burden and pain at my feet.”

        If I complain to the Lord today,
        Will I say, “I’m so sorry to bother you!
        But the burden is becoming too heavy to bear.”
        Then the dear Lord says: “You may complain.
        You can keep asking me!
        “I will give you the strength to carry your cross.”

    And if I cry my heart out tonight,
    Ask the Lord that my boat sails on calm waters.
    Ask the Lord for a corner to hide in.
    Will the Lord say: “You will sail on calm waters again.
    You may cry out your sorrow on My shoulder.
    With me there is rest, a place to hide.”

    “Lord, my heart is tied in a knot!
    I’m tired of fighting this strong wind!
    The Lord says: “You are My beloved child.
    You are bound with My anchor of love!
    “Be quiet. Be calm! You will find peace again!”

    Thank you my dear Lord!!!

     Amen
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INTRODUCTION: 
I have written a series of 3 articles for “the Fancy
Pigeon” on this amazing pigeon breed - the Mookee. 
I write not as an expert, but as an expression of my 
passion and enthusiasm for this wonderful spritely, 
bold, jaunty, cheeky pigeon. I am quite sure across
the articles that geneticists, historians, judges and 
various experts among you will find holes to poke 
in my contribution. This is not a concern for me, 
but rather a blessing…well, so long as such au-
thorities will share their information with me in the 
spirit of building a more comprehensive knowledge 
base about the past, present and future of The 
Mookee, in South Africa. Finally, I am not writing 
an academic thesis here, so I am not going to list a 
bibliography of sources at the end, but have given 
appropriate credit along the way. However, I have 
a record of the more important information sources 
that support my writing and will be happy to share 
these with anyone who is interested. Contact me 
by WhatsApp: 0832817245; Email br.rollers@
gmail.com

“That man is fortunate who finds in his breast an 
inexplicable love for them [Pigeons]…When for-
tune frowns and when the cares of a harsh and 
disordered world seem almost too heavy to bear…
then the pigeon lover finds in his birds a solace and 
consolation impossible to describe.” Wendell Levi, 
The Pigeon, p34.

I cannot recall a world more disordered in my life 
time as now, so let’s get to it then!

THE MOOKEE
ARTICLE 1: 
HISTORY, HISTO-
RY, HISTORY.

Brian Rogers

ORIGIN OF THE MOOKEE.

The Mookee comes from India.

I state this as fact, because one distinguished South 
African pigeon personality tried rather publicly to 
poor cold water on this detail, for some reason. 
Apart from the origin being accepted by the 4 most 
active Mookee communities/clubs in the world out-
side South Africa (for which I cannot find any public 
statement on the matter), being the USA, Germa-
ny, India and Bangladesh; and not one single or-
nithological source (you know, the bird science
chaps) disputing this fact, there is, to my mind, an 
interesting historical narrative to this. And, as my 
grandparents, their parents before them and at 
least half my great, great parents were born in ei-
ther the Punjab or Kashmir, it is a multiplying bond 
between the Rogers family and the Mookee.

Through my research I can confidently say that it 
is my opinion that the Mookee – also known by the 
names: Mukki, Муки and Mokeetaube (German) – 
is a breed originating from India and is one of the 
oldest representatives of the Indian pigeon breeds, 
which have been developed over a very long time 
in their home country, and were first introduced to 
Europe only in the 17 th Century. But, due to that 
very public rebuke, I feel compelled to justify my
opinion. I hope to make it interesting for you.

To set the scene, let me quote a very unusual 
source (but which is one of many which promote 
the same theory): “The temporal origins of many [] 
fancy breeds are lost to antiquity, but the ancient 
geographic centers of domestic pigeon diversi-
ty appear to be the Middle East and South Asia 
(modern India and Pakistan). Moreover, birds were 
exchanged between these two regions in the 16 
th  Century (and probably earlier), providing ample 
opportunity for hybridization among breeds.”  Do-
mestic Pigeons, Curr Boil. Published by the Na-
tional Library of Medicine. (“Curr Boil” is the abbre-
viated journal title for Current Biology, a biweekly 
peer-reviewed scientific journal published by Cell

N
at

io
na

l E
di

to
r -

 E
-m

ai
l: 

co
ra

.c
hr

is
to

@
gm

ai
l.c

om
 - 

C
el

l: 
07

6 
31

3 
28

73



 The Fancy Pigeon                      7                                 Die Sierduif

W
eb

pa
ge

 - 
w

w
w

.s
as

v-
sa

fp
a.

co
.z

a/
Pu

bl
ik

as
ie

s-
/-P

ub
lic

at
io

ns
/  

C
el

l: 
07

2 
32

6 
60

64
 o

r 0
84

 8
89

 3
53

8

Press. It covers all areas of biology, with a particular 
focus on molecular biology, cell biology, genetics, 
neurobiology, ecology, and evolutionary biology.)

What is India? Not such a strange question. Yes, it 
is a country in today’s geo-political world. But not 
so long ago, Pakistan and Bangladesh were a part 
of India, as defined by the British. And before that 
the British ‘East India Company’ (formed in 1600) 
and the Dutch ‘East Indies Company’ (1602) and 
their Portuguese and Danish competitors before 
them in the 16 th century, referred in one way or 
another to the entire South Asia as “India” in one 
form or another. This seemed to include Sri Lanka, 
Nepal, Western Burma and even South-eastern 
Iran in their scope of trade.

But what has this to do with Pigeons and the 
Mookee? Well, it’s the people. The dominant peo-
ple as it turns out. Some 3300 years or so ago, the 
peoples of central Asia started to migrate south. 
That is referred to as the beginning of the Indus 
Valley Civilisation. In the main, these nomads con-
sisted of two related but distinct groups, referred to 
by historians, linguists and human geneticists as 
the Indo-Aryans and the Indo-Iranians. The former 
settled in the south and the latter in the north of 
India, migrating west, and the latter, roughly speak-
ing of course, then went on to be known as Per-
sians around 550BC – a mere 750 years later; then 
Ottomans and today, Iranians.

Archaeological findings and some writings and leg-
ends in Sanskrit are proof positive that these Indo- 
peoples loved and cared for pigeons. Most pos-
sibly the “elites” of the time, rather than peasants 
like me. That love for pigeons simply transcended 
all wars and occupations. And over three millennia 
there were many!

Now, the self-same pigeon authority suggested the 
Mongol occupation of “India” as the most probable 
source of breeds like the Mookee. Let’s examine 
that. The Mongols were not just a fierce warrior 
people, they were also very interested in science, 
and birds had particular appeal. We know that they 

studied fowl (chickens, ducks and the like) inte- 
restingly enough for human medicinal purposes 
amongst other things. We also know they used 
mobile pigeon homing lofts very effectively for their 
communications both in battle and as governance 
communications. This would suggest that they had 
other types of pigeons, types we would refer to 
as ‘fancy pigeons,’ as well. Sadly, details of other 
Mongol pigeon breeds have escaped historical re-
cord it seems.

The Mongol Empire, founded by Genghis Khan 
in 1206, was  the largest contiguous (joined) land 
empire in history, spanning from the Pacific Ocean 
to the Danube River by the late 13th century. But 
where my knowledgeable friend has it wrong is that 
The Khan Dynasty Mongols never conquered In-
dia. They won a bit of territory in Kashmir and the
Punjab from time to time but were consistently 
repelled by the Indo-Aryans whose own Dynastic 
leaders were both militarily powerful on their own 
terrain, but also united nationally at the time.

What he may have been confused by was the later 
“Mogul” invasion. A different people, also originat-
ing in Central Asia who were more correctly called 
Mughal, but also spelled Moghul or Mogul. The 
word Mughal is the Indo-Persian form of Mongol, 
but the earliest Mughal peoples were not Mongols 
at all, but Chagatai Turks, not originating in modern 
day Turkey I might add, but in modern Uzbekistan. 
(It’s complicated!) The term Mughal was applied to
them in India by association with the Mongols and 
to distinguish them from the Afghan elite which 
ruled the Delhi Sultanate. (I told you it’s compli-
cated!). However, we can be pretty sure that their 
armies, in addition to troops from the Ottoman Em-
pire the Safavid Dynasty (roughly Iran), who had 
gunpowder, acquired the services of descendants
of the Khan Dynasty. So, let’s just say the Mughal 
Empire, was a powerful Turkic-Mongol/Indo-Irani-
an Muslim dynasty with its origins in what we know 
today as Uzbekistan. Learning from the failed Mon-
gol attempts to conquer India, The Moghul’s fig-
ured out the way to defeat the Indo-Aryans was to 
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President: Christo Munnik
e-mail: cora.christo@gmail.com  

Sel: 076 391 5800

Sekretaris: Huidiglik vakant    

Birmingham & SA Distance Roller Vertoners Klub

Augustus 2024

bribe some of their military leaders to join them and 
utilise the local knowledge as an effective merce-
nary force. With the additional help of gunpowder, it 
worked and they conquered all of the sub-continent 
in the 1526. Their rule up until the 18 th century 
by the way, was one of economic growth for India, 
not just for the state, but even the peasant classes 
thrived and a form of middle class emerged.

Now these guys, the Moghuls, definitely loved their 
pigeons. Babur’s father Umar Shaikh Mirza, died 
in a freak accident when the dovecote in which he 
housed his pigeons collapsed on him, making Ba-
bur the ruler at the age of 11. What a way to go, 
what a way to start! Akbar the Great, a later ruler 
of the Mughal Empire, kept over 20,000 pigeons! I 
don’t even think Tommy Laubscher has that many! 
The Moghul Dynasty might well, and most probably
did, cause the Mookee to thrive in numbers and 
quality. Legend has it, the Mookee was a court fa-
vourite due to its amazing nature.

Its probably around the time of the Moghul Dynasty 
that the Mookee lost its ability to Tumble. Did you 
know that? The Mookee was originally a tumbler, 
but bred solely in captivity it slowly suffered a re-
verse mutation and the tumbler reflex in the Ro-
gene disappeared. It is actually classified today as 
a “flight pigeon” by the European Commission for 
Pigeon Standards (CESP)[3], whatever that might 
mean…probably little more than bureaucratic
moderation.

However, numerous experts state that the Mookee 
was around a long time before these ruling Mo-

ghul masters, and some even believe that they can 
trace the breed back around 1100 years to around 
the 8th or 9th century. Some say that the Mookee 
is the oldest of all the Indian origin pigeon breeds. 
Even older than the Fantail. Interestingly the Ger-
man Mookee Club, on the official German VDT 
(Association of German Fancy Pigeon Breeders) 
website, under Mookee Club: A Brief Introduction, 
write: “The Mookee pigeon belongs to the tum-
blers. It is believed to be directly related to the In-
dian Shiver-necked Tumbler Pigeon, which is con-
sidered the ancestor of all Shiver-necked Tumbler
breeds.”

There is no certainty on the date of origin of the 
Mookee. Nobody, anywhere in the world, kept 
written records of pigeon breeds that long ago. 
‘When’ is speculation. ‘Where’ is certain: the Indian 
sub-continent.

So yes, the Mookee is indeed an India-origin breed, 
a product of the love and care for pigeons, possibly 
of both the Indo-Aryan and Indo-Iranian peoples; 
how so ever their own human genetic influences 
and political geography might may have changed 
over the centuries.

Note of shock: Dr. Ashraful Kabir a Senior Doctori-
al Lecturer in Zoology, Saidpur Cantonment Public 
College, Nilphamari, Bangladesh, writes that the 
meaning of the word Mookee or Mukki is “foolish’” 
This is truly shock and horror to this Mookee lover! 
Ah well, there must be a good reason… and he is 
an expert I do intend to get closer to in the times 
ahead, so I will ask him.
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Note of fact: I have not travelled to India or Ban-
gladesh, but in 1987, courtesy of the help of British 
MI6 – but that’s another long crazy South African 
story – I did visit Pakistan as a representative of 
the American company I worked for. In Lahore, the 
largest oasis in the world by the way, they have a 
huge Zoo. And there, to my delight, was a whole 

large enclosure dedicated to – The Mookee. 
(Also, one for that other Indian legend, the Indian 
Fantail, of course).

THE BRITISH INFLUENCE:

Along come the British and did their conquering 
thing over what they called the “East-Indies.” Now 
we know that the famous ornithologist (the ac-
credited founder of modern Ornithology) Francis 
Willughby (sometimes spelt Willoughby – born 22 
November 1635 – died 3 July 1672) took due ad-
vantage of The Company’s ships and travelled to 
India. He detailed what is thought to be the Mookee 
in his famous “The Ornithology.” Well, we think it 
must be the Mookee because he calls it “the nar-
row-tailed shaker.”

	 “CHAP. XV. Of the several kinds of Pigeons.
	 4. Narrow-tail’d Shakers. These agree with 	
	 the precedent in shaking, but differ in the nar-	
	 rowness of their Tails, as the name imports. 	
	 They are said also to vary in colour. This kind 	
	 we have not as yet seen, nor have we more 	
	 to say of it.”
As for the last sentence, I think he must mean, by 
‘this kind,’ “any other colour but Black” as there 
is evidential submissions that he did take some 
Mookees – narrow-tailed shakers – back with him 
to Britain.

But history forever has its cloudy backgrounds, 
none more than the history of “The Ornithology.” 
Did you know it was incomplete upon Willughby’s 
death in 1672? It was eventually completed and 
published four years later, in 1676, by his good 
friend and collaborator, John Ray. Now that all 
caused a major stink at the time – bigger than the

judge’s final decision at a SAFPA Nationals I can 
tell you. A large body of ‘bird experts” wanted John 
Ray to take all the credit for it and have his name 
on future editions. But John Ray was a good mate 
and would not have any of it. (I digress again – sor-
ry, I get carried away with enthusiasm sometimes, 
but hope you found that snippet interesting
anyway.)

Before we leave the British contribution to the 
Mookee history, we must address the shameful 
British falsehoods spread about the “narrow-tailed 
shaker.” In 1756 John Moore (an apothecary – I 
had to look that up; it means pharmacist in today’s 
terms - and pigeon enthusiast), wrote his “Colum-
barium”, or as later re-named, “The Pigeon-house: 
Being an Introduction to a Natural History of Tame 
Pigeons”. Moore unfortunately described the 
“narrow-tailed shaker” as follows: ‘This pigeon is 
reckon’d by some a distinct Species, tho’ I am apt 
to believe it is only a bastard breed between the 
forgoing (the Broad Tail’d Shaker) and some oth-
er Bird. The neck is shorter and thicker, its back 
longer, the Feathers of its Tail generally lops very 
much.’ Sadly, other writers of the day took this to 
be the verbatim case and described the Mookee as 
a cross-breed. (Just like today – the only quotable 
‘expert’ around says it’s ‘like this’ in the media and 
everyone just goes along!)

It was not until 1881 that James Lyell put an end 

Photo of illustration courtesy of 
Fancy Pigeons – J.C. Lyell
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to such nonsense in his work “Fancy Pigeons”, re-
vealing the Mr Moore had never even seen an In-
dian Mookee in his lifetime. “Indian Mookee” was
Lylle’s term for the breed by the way. I will take 
up Mr Lyell’s beautiful description of the Indian 
Mookee in my next article.

So maybe old Francis W. did take some ‘narrow 
tailed shakers’ back or maybe he didn’t. I assume 
he did, but I cannot find any evidence of this setting 
off a breeding frenzy amongst the pigeon fanciers 
on that rainy island off France. In fact, over time, 
and until today the normally fastidiously genetically 
interfering British do not appear to have warmed 
to this wonderful breed. In fact, the Indian Mookee 
died out completely in the UK and some guys had
to restock from South Africa, USA and perhaps 
Germany in the early 1960’s. Today there is no 
registered Mookee Club with the NPA GB (National 
Pigeon Association). Disappointing indeed.

THE REST OF THE WORLD

Well, the Mookee did originally find a home in a few 
European lofts and was once strong in the Nether-
lands but sadly no more, as far as I can gather. The 
only real European Mookee enthusiasts today ap-
pear to be the Germans whose earliest recordings 
date to 1910 and who today run a strong, active 
club whose standard differs a little from ours (more 
of that in the next article) and who enthusiastically 
breed for colour – and more of that in my final ar-
ticle.
While my rather short – I have only re-found my 
Mookee passion a year ago – search around the 
world, I have also found Mookees in China, Viet-

nam and Australia in isolated social media posts.

Which brings me to the US of A. It is widely ac-
cepted that only in 1941 Karl Koch, an employee 
of the San Diego (CA) Zoological Gardens, intro-
duced the first Mookees to the United States. I read 
somewhere that he smuggled them in meal sacks, 
but irritatingly I can no longer source the reference. 
Today I am happy to say that their club is thriving
and their national show numbers reached 147 en-
tries this year (about as many as Ruben Kitching 
enters every year at our nationals – I joke, my pas-
sionate Mookee friend) . You can find the US club 
on Facebook where they welcome contributions 
from all over the world.

SOUTH AFRICA

I really stumbled on this one. When did the first 
Mookees arrive in South Africa? Perhaps the late 
Dick Hattingh could have elaborated. Maybe his 
prodigy Ruben Kitching knows something or Ds. 
Renier Lee?  What I do know is that my grand-
father, Capt. Gilbert Rogers, who had moved to 
South Africa in the early 1920s gave my father, 
Hugh, born in 1926, some Mookees in the 1930’s. 
They were his childhood love. One which he found 
again when I was about 10 or 11 (1967 or 8), when 
the father of some school friends of mine (two al-
ways mischievous red headed brothers) pitched up 
with a pair at our home. My dad had Birmingham 
Rollers at the time so he asked if dad could take 
the Mookees over as, apparently, my friends had 
bought the Mookees at an Indian owned pet shop 
without permission and without any place to keep 
them.

Uil & StrikduifKlub
Spesialiteitsklub vir:

Afrika Uile, Chinese Uile, Italiaanse Uile, Ou Duitse Meeu
en Oriental Frill (Blondinette en Satinette)

President : Shaun Smeda - 072 190 0345
Sekretaris: Leendert Snyman - 083 286 8496

			   leendert270@gmail.com	  
August 2024
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My father never hesitated and, as soon as they 
left, he told me the birds were mine, he would find 
more and he would teach me how to breed and 
raise them. I remember them as if it was yesterday. 
At the time we described the cock, (who I named 
Killer, not because of aggression but his passion 
for the ladies of all breeds in the loft) as a Mealie, 
and the hen (who was known as Bebby – a follow 
on from “my Baby”) as a dull muddy brown with a 
touch of red in her sheen; but today I am not sure 
of that. (More on colour in my third article)
They were not great quality Mookees. But they 
were my first. And they saw out their days in our 
lofts.

Thus, father son pigeon relationships are so often 
formed and I am very grateful for the days in the 
loft with my dad. I helped build lofts and I had my 
daily chores. Together our love for Mookees grew 
and we achieved some stuff at the shows. A very 
constructive and happy upbringing.

But H.D. Rogers and Sons came to a natural end. 
I grew up. Went to the army and University and 
my father, now empty of his two sons in his pigeon 
hobby, took an interest in Orchids where he ex-
celled.

After working abroad in the UK and South-East 
Asia I returned to South Africa in 1991. Not long af-

Bebby

A typical Sunday at the “Hugh Rogers and Fam-
ily” pigeon loft in the 1970’s. 
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For any enquires please contact Joelandie Boshoff.

W W W . P I G E O N V E T . C O M
+ 2 7  7 6  7 9 2  9 6 2 8
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ter I settled in Johannesburg, a visit to a pet shop in 
4-Ways got me going again with my Mookees. The 
shop had 7 in a cage. I went home and figured out 
how I could keep them while I build a loft and the 
next day asked to buy 2 pairs, The owner said he 
was only prepared to sell all seven together. A deal 
was done. They were a mixed bag, most with good 
features and differing faults. I searched around pet 
shops and some very interesting back yard breed-
ers and got a few more I could use. Ruben Kitching 
and the late Attie van Aswegan, bless them, both 
shared a good pair with me. I did pretty well and, 
if memory has it correct, won best young bird with 
a Black, bred from the pet shop specials, in about 
1993 or 4. Sadly I have no photos of my birds of 
that era. Lost to a fire.

I got pretty involved and took my judge’s certificate. 
I enjoyed judging a lot. Ruben thought I was very 
erratic, depending if his bird won of course, I say 
tongue in cheek. (More on judging etc in my sec-
ond article). But life happened again and I had to 
sell all my Mookees, African Toys and Capuchins. I 
was able to repay Ruben’s kindness by gifting him 
a young brown bar hen which he coveted. It went 
on to win SA’s a couple of years later. That’s the
only time a Mookee of mine won Nationals and it 
took Ruben to do it for me. I can only be delighted 
for him.

Then I retired to Port Alfred and I had the perfect 
scenery, viewing deck and set up for Birmingham 
Rollers. It all went well for about two and a half 
years but then the hawks found me. In the latter 
part of 2023 I bred 4 kits (80 birds) and by Decem-

ber the 17th I had only 15 flyers left. I had tried 
every trick advised me, but the hawks won. I am
no butcher. My rollers, under my breeding regime 
were also good lookers so I switched to breeding for 
show. Then in March 2024 I dropped in to see Tom-
my Dickson in Uitenhage when passing through. 
Tommy had excellent Birmingham’s and also some 
pretty good Mookees which he did not want to part 
with. Sadly, I found Tommy had succumbed to the 
effects of pigeon dust and to a degree his loft up-
keep through his labourer deteriorated. A Genet
just wiped him out in the end. He had no Rollers, 
7 white Racing Pigeons and one Blue Bar Mookee 
cock, which he gifted to me. Not the way he would 
like to have ended a successful pigeon breeding 
life.

But thanks Tommy, you got me going again. So, I 
started to look for more Mookees. I did a trade ex-
change with Philip Lee on the painting I did for him 
but the two browns and their babies (plus 11 other 
birds) were taken in my own Genet attack. More 
on the Black’s from Philip in my next article. I man-
aged to get some of the late Attie van Aswegan’s 
stock birds which will be very helpful going forward. 
Once again Ruben stepped up to the plate and
provided me with a beautiful Blue Bar cock and a 
stunning Khaki hen. Tommy Laubscher gave me 
a super Grizzle hen. All the while I was looking for 
milkies, silvers and khaki’s but to no avail, until I 
heard that Dawie Beyers was selling his Mookees. 
Thanks, Dawie, you did me proud and the best of 
all was you had three Andalusians – a totally new 
colour for me.

President: Christo Munnik
e-mail: cora.christo@gmail.com  

Sel: 076 391 5800

Sekretaris:  Huidig;ik vakant     

Suid-Afrikaanse Homer Klub

Augustus 2024
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A good place to stop. I have some really nice stock 
and have mapped out a journey ahead which I will 
share with you in my next two articles.
                    ......................................
I began with the sentiments of the American Wen-
dell Levi, and it would be most appropriate to end 
with this text:
“In Hinduism, the pigeon symbolises communal 
responsibility and the repercussions of choices, 
while also representing the innocent victim seek-
ing refuge from the predator, illustrating themes of 
vulnerability and moral consequences.” Pigeon: 
Significance and Symbolism - wisdomlib.org

But before I go, I want to thank my wife Ginny, for 
buying her horse called Top-Deck. I make no apol-
ogies for the fact that she is the far better financial 
administrator between us and am very grateful for 
it. So, when the monthly expenses are budgeted 
my pigeon column is a lot emptier than her horse 

column and my hobby is safe on the limitations of 
our retirement finances.

Take care – until next month.
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A typical Black from our 
lofts in the 70’s
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 Important information
Order from the National Ringmaster: 	 	
	
1. Book of Standards R300 each

2. SAFPA ties (Navy blue) R120 each 

3. SAFPA Pocket badge (Navy blue) R70 each 

4. SAFPA Area scroll (Navy blue) R30 each

5. SAFPA Honour scroll (Navy blue) R30 each 

6. Metal Member & Judges scrolls R50 each 

7. National pocket badges (Green) R70 each 

8. National Honour scrolls (Green) R30 each

9. National Ties (Green) Contact Ringmaster 	
	 	

All prices excludes Postage contact  National 
Ringmaster Mr. Robin Prince for correct post-
age 

Score board
Bank OFS Shield

1.  North-of-the-Vaal:                   2652

 Manie Fourie Trophy
1.  Western Transvaal:	            2390
2.  Northern Freestate:	            1995
3.  South Western Districts:        1370
4.  Eastern Province:		   1238
0.  Western Cape:	   	  	  1050
6.  Freestate:		     	    956
7. Northern Cape:	   		     950 
8.  Eastern Region:		     450 
9.  KwaZulu-Natal: 			       0   

Bertie Wessels Trophy
1.   North-of-the-Vaal:		        0
2.   Freestate:  			         0	
3.   Northern Freestate:		        0
4.   Northern Cape:			        0
5.   Western Transvaal:		        0	
6.   Western Cape:			        0
7.   KwaZulu-Natal:			        0
8.   South Western Districts:	       0
9.   Eastern Region:		        0
10. Eastern Province:		        0

Bankovs, Manie Fourie and Bertie Wessels Trophies/TrofeesBankovs, Manie Fourie and Bertie Wessels Trophies/Trofees
Rules
1. The duration of the competitions will be from the 
1st of July to the 30th of June.
2. An informative/factual article written and re-
searched by a member will earn 300 points. An in-
formative article from another source send in by a 
member will earn 150 points.
3. A letter from a member will receive 150 points.
4. Regional news will be awarded 200 points.
5. A match meeting report will earn 200 points.
6. A Regional, Young bird, Agricultural, District or 
Speciality Club show and the Championship show 
will earn 1 point per 1 bird, exhibited plus 200 points 
if areport is send with.
7. A good idea will earn 100 points. 
8. A region which increases its membership as ex-
plained in 1 above will receive 100 points for every 
additional member.
9. For every R1 advert for The “Fancy Pigeon” a 
Region will receive 1 point towards the Bertie Wes-
sels Trophy.
NB Any member who obtain a R1000 full page 
advert for the Magazine will earn free member-
ship for the following year.

Reëls
1. Die tydperk van die Kompetisies strek van die 
1ste Julie tot die 30ste Junie.
2. ‘n Leersame/feitelike artikel deur ‘n lid self 
geskryf en nagevors verdien 300 punte. ‘n leer-
same artikel vanaf ‘n ander bron wat net deur ‘n lid 
ingestuur is verdien 150 punte.
3. ‘n Brief van ‘n lid verdien 150 punte.
4. Streeknuus verdien 200 punte.
5. ‘n Verslag oor ‘n Duiwedag verdien 200 punte. 
6. Enige Streek-, Landbou-, Jongduif- Grasperk 
Spesialiteitsklubskou asook Kampioenskapskou 
sal 1 punt per duif vertoon ontvang plus 200 punte 
indien ‘n verslag saamgestuur is.
7. ‘n Goeie idee sal 100 punte ontvang. 
8. ‘n Streek wat sy ledetal verhoog soos in 1 hierbo 
uiteengesit sal 100 punte ontvang vir elke addisio-
nele lid.
9. Advertensiegeld wat ‘n streek/lid vir “Die Sier-
duif” insamel, sal ‘n punt ontvang vir elke rand in-
gesamel ten opsigte van die Bertie Wessels trofee.
NB ‘n Lid wat ‘n R1000 volblad advertensie vir 
Die Sierduif werf, sal vir die volgende jaar gra-
tis lidmaatskap ontvang.

W
eb

pa
ge

 - 
w

w
w

.s
as

v-
sa

fp
a.

co
.z

a/
Pu

bl
ik

as
ie

s-
/-P

ub
lic

at
io

ns
/ C

el
l: 

07
2 

32
6 

60
64

 o
r 0

84
 8

89
 3

53
8

N
at

io
na

l R
in

gm
as

te
r -

 E
-m

ai
l: 

sa
fp

a.
rin

gs
@

te
lk

om
.n

et
 C

el
l: 

08
2 

56
5 

90
22

 F
ax

2m
ai

l: 
08

6 
73

0 
32

29


